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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY UNCLASSIFIED
Headquarters 3d Brigade, 10lst Airborme Division (Adrmobile)
APO San Francisco 96383

AVDG-CA~E 25 June 1969

SUBJECT: Combat Opera{iona After Action Report -~ Summary
APACHE ONOW

Commanding General
Headquarters 10lst Airborne Division (Airmobile)
APQO 3an Francisco 96383

1. Hame and Type of Operation: Operation APACHE SNOW; Reconnaissance
in FOI’CE-

0. Dates of Operation: 10 May - 7 June 1969.

3. Location: This Operation was conducted in Nam Hoa District, Thua
Tnien Province. Map References: Sheets; 1:50,000 6ild I, IX, III, IV;
Series L701L & L7015,

L. Control Headquarters: Hgqs 3d Bde, 10lst Airberme Divigion (Airmobiles

5. Reporting Officer: Joseph B. Commy Jre, Colonel Infantry, Commanding.

6, Task Organization:
1=306(=~)  2=506(-) 32187 3=5 Cav
R A-2-506 OPCON 18~21 May  Du2-506 OPCON

Bde Control
Bde Scty Plat Bw326 Engr (DS)
Ren 1-506 A58 AHB (DS)
&4-2-17 Cav B-158 AHB (DS)
2-319 Arty (DS) TACP 20 TASS
C-2-11 Arty (GSR) 58th Sct Dog Plat
C=2-9) Arty (GSR) 3d FSSE
C~1-83 Arty (GSR)
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AVDGCA~E 25 June 1969
SUBJECT: Combat Operations &fter Action Report - Summary

APACHE SNOW UNCLASSIFIED
1st ARVN Rept 3d ARVN Regt

lel LAVN Bn w/FO Party 1.3 ARVN Bu w/FO Party

2.1 ARVN Brn w/FO Party 2-3 ARVN Bn w/FO Party

>-1 ARV Bu w/FC Party 3.3 ARV Bn w/FO Party

Li~1 &RV Bn w/FC Party Battery 12 ARVN Arty (DS)

Battery 11 ARVN arty (DS)
Battezg 3l &RVN arty (GSR)
1 LNO Party

~

7. Sunporsing Forces:

n, 2=17 Gav - supported 3d Bde by reconnaigsance, the mariing of
sz 2 prior to insertions, the screening of ground units and along the
snian border, and by pinpointing enemy mortar and rocket locations,

.. ‘ncl 5 for further details). ,

b, ‘sriéillery -~ units shown in task organization provided support
for =4 preps, wnits in contact, H & I fires, and direct fire in defensc
57 boses underground and sapper attack, (See Inecl 7 for further details).

Co Tth TAF - provided both preplanned and immediate air strikes with
air priority to units in contact, LZ preps, LZ construction, and
intellizence targets, (See Incl 8,for further details).

de 150th Avn Greup - provided airlift for combat assaults and
cxtractions, establishment of fire support hases, resupply sorties during
th» operatior; and pathfinder control on both LZ insertions and fire bases.,
\See Tncl i for further details).

co Logistical Support - provided by 3d FSSE, DISCQM, 10lst Abn Div,
elements of the Li26 Supgply-and Service Battalion, Co C 326 Medical Bn,
Co D 801st Maintenance Battalion, Det 1002 Supply and Service Company,
26th Group w/POL Platoon, Laundry and Bath Platoon and Graves Registration.
Section, (See Incl L for detailed breakdswn on support units, mission
requirements and services rendered).

8+ Intelligence: See Inclosure 1 for complete details.

Operation APACHE SNOW confirmed that elements of the 6th, Pth, and
29th Regiments were using the Northern & Shau Valley as a primary LOC
for movement of material and infiltration of troops to enemy units
throughout I Corps. Using Radio Research Unit techniques and quickly
reacting to information gained through POW interrogation, the 3d Brigade
was able to expleit hard intelligence and render the Tth, 8th.amd $th
battalions of the 29th Regt plus its technical units combat ineffective.
£lso identified were sappers of the K12 battalion and the K6 (AKA 806th)
“n, 6th Regiment, and K35 Arty Bn (Rocket), These units, after unit
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AVDG~Ci=E 25 June 1969

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Summary
APnCHE SNOW UNCLASSIFIED

identification and location had been confiimed, were constantly
hounded by TaC air, artillery, and pursuit by 3d Brigade ground
forces. This inveriably resulted in the capture of a POW whosc
interrogation resulted in valuable information gaineds . .

9¢ Mission:

. 3d Bde and 1st ARVN Hegt conduct combined airmobile assaults into
the Northern & Shau Valley in conjunction with the 9th Marines and the
3d 4RVH Regt to destroy NVA/VC forces, block enemy routes of egress inbo
Laos, interdict enemy LOC, and to locate and destroy enemy caches.

1C. Concept of Operation:

a5 Prior to D-Day, 10 May 69, the lst and 3d ARVN Regts and the
Jod Prigade 101 established three mutually supporting fire bases at
I'B Bradley (¥D278122), FB Airborne {YD355070) and FB Currahee (YC399949).
On D-Doy, following a fifty minute TAC 4ir prep, an eighteen minute
artillery prep, #1ir Cav LZ examination, and a one minute #R& LZ prop,
five moneuver battalions (three US and twe ARVN) were irserted into
five separate LZ's along the Laotian border overlooking the Northem
& Shau Valley, &fter searching and clearing the immediate LZ area, all
US battalions began extensive RIF operaticns to the East and Northeast
toward the Valley floor, 4fter the insertion of the maneuver battalions
had boen completed at 1400 hours, the 2-1(=) LRVH Bn combat assaulted
aton Tiger Mountain (¥D253090) and sccured FB Tiger for the insertion
o Satiery 12 4RVN Artillery (105mm)e The 3-5 Cav secured Route 547 and
Fire Bases Blaze (¥D5H4203), Bastogne (¥D620095), and Cannon (YD475028).
Route Sh7 is the all weather route to be used for resupply of units
working in the valley and a2long its ridge lines.

D

b, Operations Narrative: On D-Day, 10 May 1969, utilizing 1if%
ships from the 158th and 10lst &HB's, the 1~506 Inf at 0730H, 3-187 Inf
at 0801H, and 2-501 Inf at 1001H, were combat assaulted into LZ's
vicinity Y0312949, YC320988, and YD288015 respectively. The L=l #RVH
Inf vattalion at 1020H and 2-1 4RVN- Inf Bn(-) at 1300H combat assaulted
into LZ's ot YD2500L2 and YD253090., The LZ for the L1 ARVN was hot as
the 1ift shins began to receive small arms fire upon exiting the LZ.
Sporadic firing continued until approximately 1300H. At Tiger Mountain,
one CH 47 was downed on the LZ by small arms fire. There were negative
casualties. The 105mm Howitzer being carried was undamaged and the
CH 47 was extracted without further incident. The enemy apparently
had no advance knowledge of the primary LZ's and as a result, were
unable to effect a determined or effective defense. '

4t 110220H May 69, FB Bastogne received a probe by an unknown size cnemy
forcc. 4pproximately 10 RPG rounds and a substantial amount of small
arms fire werc directed into the perimeter. A&t the initial RPG fire,
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations after action Report - Summary
APRDHE SNOW UNCLASSIFIEL

ARA and all organic weapons to include 90mm tank guns were employed

to counter the attack, One RPT @ ~iad started a fire which caused an
exolosicn in the SSP of C-1.67 artillery (175m1). This explosion
resulted in 33 US WI&4, of which only 16 required medevac. The medevac
was complete at ChLiS hours 11 May.

On 111000H May 69, the 3-1 ARVN Inf Bn combat assaulted into LZ number

6 at YD1970lh, The LZ was cold with negative enemy contact. A&t 16251,

B Gy 3.187 Infantry began to receive heavy small arms and machine gun

fire fron 10325982, This action marked the beginning of the ten day
battle for Dong 4p Bia Mountain., Due to the continuous and heavy fighting
Lower £o tho capture of Hill 937, a separate Inclosure, Inclosure 9, has
5_rm sreparcd,  For all further details on the battle for Dong Ap Bia

Hzuasain refer to Inclosure 9.

L My 59 resulted in only minor contact with the excepbion of the 1-500
sq2 3.187 Infontry Battalions who were enjoincd in the battle for

Dunz «p iz, The 22501 Infantry Battalion and allied units continucd

to BRI along the border.

A& 130325H May 69, FB Airbornc recieved a heavy enemy ground attack,
Sappers of the K12 Battalion, in conjunction with the C3 Company, K6
Bzotalion, 6th NVA Regiment attacked the basc in a three pronged attack;
from ths ¥W, B and S, The GO of 4-2-501 employed every weapon at

nig dieposal to include #Ria, Spooky and dircet fire artillery from
5-2..317 (10%rm) and ©-2-11 [155mm) as thc perimeter was assaulted,
01719 artillery sustained both casualties to personnel and one 105

cua was destroyed and onc damaged while C-2-11 4rtillery sustained one
1557 oun heavily damaged. &t 0530H, aftor the attack had been repulsed,
31 HVA KI4 (BC) were found and 1 PW was capturcd. US losses were 21 KIA
and 52 Wlie (See Inclosures 7 and 13 for further details). The 2-501
Tnf(=) was extrocted from various PZ's (¥D281,031) at 1030H and completed
at FB lirborne at 1220H. The 2-501 Irf thern begon extensive RIF's in
the vicinity of FB Airborne to pursuc and destroy the K6 Battalion,

éth VL Regiment known to be in the area.

During 18 May 65, the battle for Dong -v Bia raged as heavy ground

Lenany e

fighting contimued. The 3-~187th Infantry fought its way South to
the military crest of Hill 937, while the 1~506th Infantry assaulted
Yorthward ur the slope. In tiie, enemy fire from heavily fortified
ounkers slowed the momentum of the 1=506th Infantry assault. The 3-187
having pushed further toward the top,rbegan toreceive fire from both
flenks ag the enemy was rcinforced, With little daylight remaining,

the decision was made to combat assault two additional battalions into
the battle to stem the flow of enery reinforcements and add combat

mass to what would be the final assault on Hill 937, At 1830H, 4-2.506
InTantry was lifted from Phong Dien to FB Currahee by CH 47 then combat
1 to vicinity Y0320989 at which timc they became OPCON to 3-187,
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SUBJFLT ;u;hgffb, Sﬁg& tions After action “depor Surmmary UNCLASSIFIEL:
On 19 May 69, the 2-501 Infantry{~) at 1515H and the 2-3 «»RVN at 13227H

were combat assaulted from PZ vicinity YD363081 and My Chanh respectively
inte LZ's at YC332922 and YC338974., Both LZ's were cold and the remainder
of the day was spent in preparation for the ossault on Dong «p Bia
scheduled for the next day. The 3-5 Gav which had been providing security
for engineer worksites along route SL7, became OPCON to the 2d Brigade.

Having been rclicved of providin% security for FB's Bastogne, Blaze and
Cannon, the elements of the 3rd Brigade were then able to more

effectively marshall their resources for the assault on Hill 937,

On 20 May 69, the 3-187th Infantry with a-2-506 OPCON, 2-501 Infantry,
1.506 Infantry and 2-3 ARVN successfully assaulted and drove the 7th

and 8th 8ns of the 29th NVA Regiment from their mountain stronghold atop
Dz ap Bio Mountain., (Sce Incl 9 for complete details).

Sifootive 21 May 69, the 3187 Infantry became OPCON to the 2d Bde
1C1lst «<bn Div, who in turn returned the 2-506 Infantry to 3rd Bde
controls The time period 21 May 69 - 7 June was characterized by
decreasing enemy contact and ever increasing discoveries of cne

caches; the 2-506 Infantry began their portion of Operation APACHE SNOW
oy regaining A-2-506 Infantry which had been CPCON to 3-187 Infantry
for the final two days of the battle for Dong 4Ap Bia Mountain., The
cattalion CF, companies B, C and D(~) moved from Camp Evans, Phong Dien
District Headquarters, and the é4n Lo Bridge to B Blagze by CH 47, Upon
completion of the CH ﬁ? move to FB Rlaze, the Battalion CP and E Co(.)
combat assaulted to FB Airborae, 4-2-506, upon release by the 3-127
infantry, combat assaulted frem PZ {(¥C327982) to LZ FB Airborne,

Or 22 May,69, C & D nepanies of 2-506 moved from £B Blaze and FB
Cur;aheej%o B Airb&gggga With all glements of 2-506 in and around

78 idrborne, the battalion began exhsustive searching and AIF operations
to locate NVA Warehouse Sl, known to be in the area. (For further
information see Inclosure 12).

*he 2-501 Infantry began RIF operations from vicinity Dong 4p Bia, along
the Dong So Ridge, heading for the Valley floor. The 1-506 Infantry
began extensive search and clear RIF operations from Dong Ap Bia
¥ountain South toward FB Currahee, On 5 June 49, the ij-1 ARVN Battalion
moved to PZ vieinity YD278066 and extracted to La Vang. The move was
complete at 1315H.

=t 072L00 June 69, Operation APACHE SNOW was ccncluded, This combined
allicd operation saw some of the war's bloodiest and fiercest fought
cattles against a determined foe. «PACHE SHOW has added another stirring
chageer to the history of the 3d Bde, 101st —irborne Division. (For
detoiled infermation regarding the time period 21 May ~ 7 June 69 sec
inclssure 10, 11 and 12).
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SUBJECT: C.omb;}t Operations after &ction Report - Summary
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12, Results: a, The 3d Brigade with OPCON units successfully accompiished
its mission in Operation APACHE SNOW, This multi-battalion combined
Operation was @ classic campaign which found the enemy, fixed his
location, and methodically and devastatingly destroyed him in place,
The effect of this was to destroy the combat effectiveness of not only
the maneuver battalions of the 29th NVA Regiment, but also its central
headquarters with organic and attached technical units, forcing the
remaining broken elements to retreat across the border into Laos, while
at the same time preventing them from again using the Northern & Shau
Valley as either a staging area for attack or as a large scale storage
base to outfit future operations.

be Dnemy Losses categorized as follows:

USs ARVN
(1) KIi (BC)  NVANC 691 229
(2) XBih (BC) 16
(3) KBi (BC) 102
(L) Captured: FW - 5
WG 211 340
CSWC Lo 100
Documents (wt in 1bs) 37
ce Friendly Losses: us ARVH
78 KIa 31 KI4
536 WL4 137 WIA
de Body to Weapons Ratios Us . ARVN
691/281 = 2,lh21 229/1,00 = 1114l
ce Enemy to US killed ratio: US | ARVN
691/78 = 8,06:1 229/31 = 7,01:1
fo Captured or destroyed Equipment: US
(1) 137,250 rds of Si ammo (4) 827 RPG/Rifle Grenades
(2) 2,426 rds CS Ammo (5) 32 Mine/BBT
(3) 2,386 rds Mortar &mo (6) 3L,776 1bs Rice

6
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations wfter wction Report - Summary
APACHE SNOW UNCLASSIFIED
(7) 2.1 Structures (10) L Radios
(8) 1205 Fortificotions (11) 125 ibs Explosives
(9) 3 122m Rockets (12) Vehicles (trucks) L

Captured or destroyed Equipment: LRVH

(1) 340,000 rds Si femo (7) 10 122mm Rockets

(2) 5,000 rds CSW (8) 11,735 1bs rice

(3) 5,000 rds Mortar &mo (9} 257 Fortifications

(4) 540 RPG/Rifle Grenades (10) 306 Stmctures

(5) 566 Hand Grenades (11) 14,275 1bs explosives
(6) 227 Mine/BBT (12) LO Vehicles (trucks

and dozers)
13, 4dmindstration: (See Inclosure 2).

lLL. LOgiStiCS: (See InClUSUI'O" \.)

15. Chemical: Non-loxic chemical munitions tor the M~79 and 105mm
Howitzer were employed on several different occasions on 15, 16, and 17
May during the attack on Dong ap Bia Mountain, C5 grenades, both i
individually thrown by the foot soldier and bulk a2ir dropped from !
UH-1H aircraft were also used prior to and during assawlts (See f
Inclosures 8 & 9)s although the use of these chemical munitions met ?
with some early success, the changing wind patterns along the ridge
lines of Dong &p Bia Mountain quickly dissipated the agent. The NVA,
realizing the effect of G5 in a confined area such as a static bunker
defense, counteracted the use of GS by donning new Chicom protective
masks. DBecause of these factors, the further use of chemical munitions
was suspended after 20 May 69.

16, Civil Lffairs (Omitted).

17. Psychological Operations (See Inclosure 5)e
18, Communications (Sec Inclosure 6)e

19. Enpincer (Omitted).

20, <rtillery (See Inclosure 7).

7
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations after 4ction Report - Summary
ArACHE SNOW

21, Special Equipment and Techniques:

ae fRigger and Rappeling: Discussion - Several times during Opercztion
4PN\CHE SNOW, aircraft were down in hostile terrain where easy access wus
impossible. 4% times the only feasible way riggers could get to the
aircraft in order to rig it for extracuion was through the use of
rappeling techiniquas from UH-1H helicopters.

Solution ~ Realizing that this method of entry is not a normal technique
for rigger: . or infantry security elements, experience shows that as a
minimum, & basic course of instruction to include actual helicopter
rappeling is needed in all infantry and rigger units.

b, Chest Plate Protectors: Discussion - Units of both the 1=506
and 2-506 Infentry Battalions employed aircraft crew member ceramic
vest plates for their point men, This body armor, while heavy and
cumbersome, saved the lives of three men who were struck by S& at close
ranges

Solution = The possibility of adapting this aircraft type body armor
to usc by field troops should be investigated by every infantry unit
engaged in operations where contact is felt to be irminent.

22, Commanderis dnalysis:

2o llecon by Fire - Discussion - 4t least one Company of each
mancuver battalion involved in Operat ion J4iP.CHE SNOW initiated premature
enemy return firc placing the enemy in a poor defensive posture through the usc
of recon by fire, 48 an example, a unit reconning by fire along its route
of advance and using 2-17 Cav Pink teams (1 IOH and 1 Gunship) to screen
its advance reduces the possibility of being engaged by NVA trail
watchers, or "setepiece" ambushes, '"Walking fires" or the use of
artillery to recon a route of march makes for rapid employment of both
blocking fires and close in contact fires with less time lost through
haphazard adjustments and confirmation of map location.

bo Flak vests: Discussion = The protective or "flak" vest. normally
worn only by troops in either a static security role or convoy duty,
significently reduced both the number of XIi & Wla for the US tattalions
assaulting Dong «p Bia Mountain, Many early casualties were due to
Claymore and RPG shrapnel, {s this type projcctile does not have the
velocity, nor the penetrating power of small arms fire except at very closec
range, the flak vest is an excellent defensive measure. The only
drawbacks are its weight which causes heat casualties, and its bulkiness,

Solutinn - Issue "flak" vest as the situatior dictates.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Ar u(u ik SNOW

Ce VUsc of fucksacks: Piscnssion - whenever possible, it is
sdvanioreous Tor the members of o unit to zo "lipnt! i.e, without
rucksacis, curyyiog only water, smoke and o complete basic Luca for
OY'Zaille Wilo0NSa
Solution = This con o done if operating out out of o shatic bose, or
if resupply ic to be effected daily as the rucksack could be lifted

v helicopter. The main advantages to going "light" are: ability to
MUVP quicly and quietly, rapid deployment in contact, and less fatimuc
both physicel and mental for the lead elements thereby sharpenlng i
crowese and detection skills. The major disadvantage to going "1i 5,1

vl ey -‘x) .

R - "af~31¢7*t> of failure to resupply because of poor weather or encr-

[ ‘LL\. o L/_L M8

d. «: Discussion ~ Throughout Operation APACHE SNOW incidents
wii resulted in umecessary US casuclties, The normal manner
of erplorment of ate 1s through artillery command channels to the FC
accmm)anclnw the ground w.it cormander, L1t is now apparent that
etances oconr when the FO is edther separated from his commander,

ornm;ﬁﬂb{bﬁﬁﬂﬁcm'meenﬁrefhﬁdoﬂmu@mh

Solution - To preclude accidental injury to troopo, it is felt that
&itl should follow the same procedure as gunships, i.e. contact the
grounc ccimander on his internal command net, be briefed on the friendly
and enay situation, and then have his approach pabtern checked by the
sround commander to insure 1t is correct and thot he has identified

“iuau

(J
all Iriendlies before rolling in on his rocket run.

ce Usc of the &ir Cavalry: Discussion - Uround commanders, unless
having prior experience, are not normally awarc of the limitations and
hest use of the supporiing air cavalry in ivs role of recon and
imacdicte closing of contact with the encriv,

Solution ~ 4 short class to explain and demonstrate the proper use of
air Gav by the ground commander should be held pveriodically at
Brigade lovele This class should be attended by all commanders down
Lo and daclucing the company level,

fe 5“*p“rting Fires: Discussion - Battalion cosmanders rmist be
airberne to properly coordinate fire support, ioce ARL gunships, Tal
iy and heavy artillery., Company COmmanderg st periodically have
danonstrated to them the correct and effective use of these fires in
order Tu remain curcent and adept in their cmployment. Heavy (8" & 175mm)

artiliery with 1ts mass destructive force can be used against entrenchicd cone. -

in positions close to friendly elements,

Sviution - wirmobile Battalion Commanders should remain airorne

UNCLASSIFIED
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After #ction Report - Summary
+P..CHE SNOW

to command, contact, and coordinate their clements and all supporting
fires. Company commanders should periodically atitend fire support
coordinatisn classes. Heavy artillery should be registered and fircu in
by ground unit FO's so that should the need arise, it will be

raadily availavle.

/ A\ /yé‘ TNANLALE
15 Incl . B, CONMY JR. /i
1. Inteliigence Golonel, Infaentry v
2. flight Houte, ‘ Commanding
nsenult Bng
3¢ FPersonnel and Administration

Logistics

Psychological Operations
Communications
artilicry

Tl i3 e e
Lalv LAy -.‘_“_f_:;/_)\f!}:t\) y

P~
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5 ~

L4

Co -3 Ova
&

9. Battle for Jong &ap Bia

10, OCombat Operations sfter hcition fgport, 3-187 Inf
11. Combat Operations &fter action Report, 1-506 Inf
12, Cowbat Operations &fter éction Heport, 2-506 Inf
13, OCombat Operations 4fter «ction Report, 2-501 Inf
1li. Combab Operations After hction Report, 158 LHB
15, Combat Operations &fter &ction Report, 2-17 Cav
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters 3d Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division
AFO San Francisco 9383

AVDG~CA-D 2¢ June 19

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report (APACHE SNOW)

T0: CO
3rd Bde 10lst Abn Div
ATTN: S-—3

The following analysis of the enemy situation and supporting inf ormav
“jon is submitted for inclosure in the Combat After Actions Remort (AFAC

SNOW).

“.%ff/lz./ 4 //’ #l e ptnny A

Curizd B, appIso
} Captain MI
52
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SUBJECT: Combat After Actions Report (APACHE SNOW)

(INTELLIGENCE) to Combat After-Action Iteport, (APACHE SNOW)

1, Terrain: The terrain aspoets of the 34 Bde Area  Operations generally

conformed to the original Intelligence estimate varying from open valley
to steep mountains,

a. The Valley: The A SHAU Valley floor consists of flat open terrain
which varies in width from 300 meters (¥D363032) to three kilometers near
TA BAT. Vegetation includes grass, 2 to 6 feet tall and scattered brush.
Foot and vehicle trafficability is excellent, and any portion of the valley
floor is condusive to helicopter landings,

b, The Transitional Area: Bordering the Northern A SHAU on the westem
hills at depth of one to two kilometers the terrain is coverod with matted
grass and brush vegetation which impedes foot traffic, The area is laced
with numerous trail networks and trafficability is limited to t heir use,
Tracked vehicles could deploy as far north as Y3112,

c. The Mountainous Area: Rising abruptly out of the narrow fingers
and uneven contours of the transitional area, the canopy~-covered, steeo
slepes (20% to 50%) of the mountainous region form an unbroken barrier to
movement, observation, and reiiborne operati-ns, Foot traffic is confined
to trails and streambeds, Observation and fields of fire were severly
limited in some areas due to undergrewth and elephant grass, Though no
particular area of the operational arca was reported as impassable, areas
under triple canopy aear streams were more difficult due to the amount of
tangle foot in the areas where no trails were established, All streams
encountered were negotiable by fcot troopers, Vehicles though not used in
operation Apache Snow would be generally limited to Route 547, valley floer
and its long more gradual sloplng fingers,

Numerous suitable helicopter landing zones and trails were found in
the area, (Overlay will be fwd under seperate cover),

2. Weather: Throughout the operational period, the weather was consi‘ered -
exceilent, Ground Fog was prevalent in early morming hours in most ravines,
usually clearing off around 0800 -~ 0830 hours, Also immediately following
thundershowers cumulus clouds developed and remained in the area for a
short time, For the most part, thundershowers occured between 1430 hours
and 2100 hours daily with clear skies developing after rainfall, Temper-
atures were moderate to warm in aftemoon preceeding thundershowere,
Weather in general was excellent for Airmobile Operations,




3. Enemy Situation: The original intclligence estimate carricd order of
Battle listings of the followin units in the 3d Brigade Area of Operation:

a. 6th NVA Regiment
(1) 806th Bn ~ Confimed
(2) 800th Dn ~ Fossible
(3) 802nd Bn - Possible

b, Sth NVA Reriment

¢, 559th Trans Group

d., 675th Arty Regiment

e. U/I Forces (BA 611)

Though the original estimate of enemy disvosition and comvosition was
not confirmed nltogether, it is believed that all elements were opcrating
in area of thc planned operation except the 9th NVA Regiment, Contacts
throughout the period could have and in all probability were made with
elements listed in a, ¢ - e, Contact was established on 10 May 1969 by
the 3/187 and 1/506 Infantry Battalions and was meintained throughout the
duration of the operation, The se¢cond day of the operation, the 3d bn,
187t h made sporadic contact with snipers that were dug in as well as tree
borne, This contact continued and the fighting increased as the 3/187 had
encountered the two Enemy Battalions and sections of an NVA Regimental
Headquarters size unit which was later identified through documents and
Prisoners as the 29th NVA Regiment, The 7th and Sth Battalions and elements
of the 20th Regt Hgs were located on Dong Ap Bia mountain (YC228921), As
the intensity of the fighting increased, the 3/187 was joined by three (3)
additional battalions in routing the 29th NVA Regiment, The 29th NVA
Regiment was the only new unit identified in the area. (See Inclosure
# 1 for information on Hill 937). Elements of the 806th Battalion, 6th
NVA Regiment and the K10 Sapper Battalion remained active throughout the
cperstion,

L. Enemy Tactics: The 806th Battalion located North of FSB Airborne
geterally remained in a defensive posture of enemey caches and base areas
with linited reconnaissance missions, Elements of the 806th did particivate
in a sapper attack on 13 May 69. Remaining elements of the 6th NVA were
now contacted during the operation, The 29th NVA Regiment was devloyed in
a cefensive role, The 7th and 8th Battalions were deployed in depth
utilizing concentric bunksrs on Dong Ap Bia (H{11 937), Bunkers were
heavily fortified, reinforced ("A" Frame) with thick over head cover and
covered with mutual supporting fires, An intricate series of interconnec—
ting trenches enabled the enemy to reinforce any portion of his perimeter,
Snipers and 2-3 man listing post were deployed along all possible avenues
of approach at sufficient distance frem the enomys! perimst.er to orovide




early waming, With the exception of the battle for Dong Ap Pia from
11-21 May, the mobile defense tactic was employed by the enemy. In tris
role, & and ARVN units most frequently encountered trailwatchers, small
recon parties and snipers during reconnaissance in force operations,

The eneny elements employing this tactic would attempt to inflict maximum
friendly casualties initially and break contact immediately, Savver
attacks increascd during the period indicating the enemy's increased
reliance upon this tactic to inflict maximum casualties and destruction

of installations and equipment with a minimum of forces which are highly
trained with suicidal motiviation, Direct and indirect fire attecks on
Fire Bases and night defensive positions alos increased during the revorted
period, Fire attacks were usually by enemey snivers deploying harassing
tecniques with small arms and rocket propelled grenade., Indirect fire
attacks were conducted with 60mm mortar, 82mm mortar, 122mm rockets, 122mm
artillery (Tiger Mtn) and infrequently by rocket provelled grenades,

Cnly one indirect fire attack was followed by a ground attack and that
occured on 13 May 69 with a combined sapper and ground attack. Mines and
booby traps were employed in the area of operation generally aleng IOC's
that the enemy suspected US and ARVN use, Cache sites were heavily boobwv
trapped in a hasty manner appearing to be a last resort of preventing

W and ARVN capture of these desperately needed supplies and munitions,
Command and trip—device claymores were encountered along LOC's and nart-
iculary in defense of Dong Ap Bia, The claymore's were staggered and
placed in depth to provide coverage both in front and to sides of bunkers.
Grenades, 60 and 80mm mortar rounds with trip devices placed in ordnance
containers and left in open areas were alos eamployed,

5. Iraining: Enemy individual and wnlt training was considered to be
excellent, Particulary noteworthy is the excellent marksmanshiv and
concealenment employed by elewrents of the 2%9th NVA Regiment, Detection of
individuals and bunkers were extremely difficult in the initial ohases of
the operation around Dong Ap Bia and improved as ordnance was vlaced in
heavy jungle terrain, The excell ant marksmanship of the 29th Regt showed
a marked improvement over previous contacts with enemy units, The special
training of the Sapper elements remains in a very high state,

6. Logistics: The overall supply posture of enemy forces was not con-
sidered good, however the only known shortages were focd, Caches of
munitions and other supplies indicate the enemy's ability to infiltrate
and store large qQuantities of supplies in Base areas. Though numerous
medical supplies were captured in the area it is believed that the enemy
is experiencing a critical shortage of medical personnel in adminstering
treatment,

7. Combat effectiveness and Morale: The overall combat effectiveness of
enemy ‘clements contacted was considered to be good and consider~bly better
than the enemy -elements previously contacted in lowlands and along the
rocket belts, The 7th and 8th Battalions, 29th NVA Rest was considred to
be highly effective wuntil after the battle for Dong Ap Bia,

Horale of the enery continues to be poor, The poor state of morale is




contributed to lack of suffiecient fond stuffs, continued hardships and
repeated defeats by Allies,

8. Intelligerca Operations: UNCLASSIFIED

a, Aerial Survelllance

1. Visual Heconirissance
2, FAC Vi - 7. oarly Februza: 1969, 3d Brigade FACs began
an intense systematic Vi program of the northern A Shau Valley, Pilots
were debriefed by S2 personnel after completed missions, and furnsihed
valuable data on roads, trails, HLZs and enemy locations,

b, S2 VR - the assistant S2 and S2 Air conducted reconnaissance
of the TAOR in fixed-wing aircraft from the 220th RAC and accompained FACs on
cissions, Hoend held photos were taken of HLZ's and enemy locations.

¢, A-2-17 Cav VR -~ armed helicovter reconnaissance missions
were flown by the 2-17 Cav in suprort of 3d Brigade Operations.

2, alrborne Personnel Detector - sniffer missions were freruently
conducted to locate enemey concentrations and were a valuable source of
intelligence,

b Aeriel Pastesvaphy G2 ilr-sesets of the Division Imagery Inter-
pratation section were utilized in plonning operations., Alt hough ne
specific photo missions were flovm, pricr photo coverage was used,

¢ SLAR and Hel dane - wizsions wers flown daily by XXIV Corps,
Bocor = FPS A, 5 and the TS 3 were ciploved on forward supnort bases
fer ground surveillsncs and ecvly waming.

de U = syenial agent reperts indicabed known enemy locatioans amd
disposition,

e, PW Interrogation aud Jocument Headout - a team from the 3d Brigade
IPW section was maintained at the foreward TACP for rapid exuloitation of
prisoners and captured enemy documents, :

9. Totals for Oneration Apache Snows (10 May - 2000H to 7 June 69)
IS

e ARVN TOTA

O 691 229 920
W 5 O 5
WenS:  TWC 241 340 581
CSWC L0 100 140

Sh AN 97250 34,0000 437250
CS AMiD: MORT 2462 5000 . 7462
EPG 827 240 1367

OTHERS 15202 10870 26002

G4IN (RICE IN LES) 24778 11735 L6511
DEXD  (LBS) 185 14275 L4460
DOCUMENTS (LES) 10% 37 473
VEHICIES A L0 AN
BUNKERS 1205 257 1462
STRUCKUTES 211 306 547

(iainvisieniniiaeiany / UNCLASSIFIED
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Inclosure 1, of Cambat After Action Report, (INTELLIGENCE) to APACHE SNOW.
SUBJECT: Intelligence Exploitation of "DONG AP BIA"

INTRODUCTICN: Intelligence played a major part in the success of the

3d Brigade in Operation "APACHE SNOW" and more specifically, intelligence
was the major factor that caused a battle for the 937 hill, In the battle
of Dong Ap Bia just about every available scurce of intelligence gather-
ing was exploited,

The means of gathering this information were: FPrisoners, spar revorts,
visual reconnaissance and Agent Reports,

BACKGROUND: Tn mid February, during Operation Chio Ravids conducted in
southern and eastern portion of Base Area 101,the:3d Battalion, 187th
Infantry caphured a prisoner from the 806th Battalion, 6th Regt, During
the interrogation of the PW, he stated that his elements received suonlies
from a warehouse camplex in vicinity of the northern & Shau Valley, The
prisoner indicated that his elements would move for two (2) days to the
west and three (3) days to the south where warehouse 54 was located, Based
on this data, exploitation of this area began within the Brigade's cape

ability.

Vi. g ViIC

EXPIOITATION: Immediately, Air Strikes were planned and flown in the area
of Warehouse 54, These airstrikes received numerous secondary exvlosions
and many secondary fires, Suspecting that the warehouse complex had been
located, additorjal air strikes were piaced in the area and the area north
of warchouse 54, One airstrike further north was varticularyly revealing
and that was the discovery of a large trail, well used with what apneared
to be spider holes along it running in a North-South direction, About
this time, an extensive Visual Reconnaissance nrogram was initiated, These
VR missions were coordinated and established with Air Force FAC's attached
to the 3d Bde for direct air support, The program was seteup to have the
FiC's make VR!s of the entire area while Airstrikes were being flown in
the area and when no fighters were available the FAC's would simply recon
the area, After each flight into the area, the FAC would renort to S2 and
draw all trails, possible landing zones and just generally brief the S2
on his observations in the area, The area of warehouse 54 and the trails
leading out of Laos into the Dong Ap Bia were particularly interesting
because of the obvious heavy use, After a short periad, the FAC's had
established a number of trail networks andpossible areas of enemy con-
centrations. Results of the visual Reconnaissance missions ware three
fold; First, they were able to provide the S2 with immediate Infommation
on specific areas of interest, 2§ he added to or improved the data base
of information on the area for future Operations and third, he becams very
femiliar with the terrain so when firiendly troops were devloyed in the
area, no difficulty was experienced in providing very close air support,
In late February endearly March of 1969, indications from URS showed
an unusual increase in Spar readings in the upper pait of the Valley,
Concurrently with the beginning of Cperation Massachusetts Striker, a URS

UNCLASSIFIED
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indicated deployment of a Major North Vietnamese Command in the A Shau

area and in Base Area 611 in Laos, Three of these commands vere identified
as Regimental aize headqusrters, each regiment having under its command
three or more battalions, Discovery of parts of a Coaxial cable tended

to battress the idea of a mijor commo facility located somewhere in the
valley, By early May, a URS report had identified a regiment&l headouariers
as being 5-8 kilometers west of Dong Ap Bia and was moving easterly,

Photographs and captured documents played a major role in selecting
the landing zZones and general axis of advance of the Battalions partici-
pating in the Combat Assaulting of multiple battalions along the Laotian
border, The Bde II and Ass't 52 officer wnder the guidance of the 52 and
53 selected specific apeas for photographs, The study and analysis of
these photographs were instrumental, both to the S2/3 and later to the
In Commanders in their planning of assigned missions,

Although 2gent reports were plentiful in the early stages of formulat-
ing a dacva base and preparing plans for Apache Snow, the information was
general «nd not in depth, The Bde S2 made a liaison visit to the 525th MI
Det in Hue and directed specific questions concerning the area of interest
to the Det OIC., He was able to respond immediately with some of t he
information and levied the remaining requirements on nis agents,

As the data base grew or developed, plans were made by the 3d Bde to
begin Operation Apache Snow to fully exploit the situation, The Operation
kicked off on 10 May with a multivle battalion CA into selected LZ's
along the Laotian Border, All assaulting elements reported cold LZ's
and moved out on multiple axis of advance, On the 2d day of Apache Snow
the 3d Battalion, 137th met heavy enemy resistance from a well trained,
well concealed and dug in enemy force, The fight continued for the next
eight (8) days with some of the hardest and costliest fighting ever
experienced by an NVA force, As the Hill was finally taken by a four
allied battalion force on 21 May 69, a W captured revealed that the 2%th
Regt Hqs with two of its three orgatic battalions was located on Dong
Ap Bia, Further interrogation revealed that elements of the 29th Regt
on Dong Ap Bia suffered extrame heavy casualties, One MW estimated that
over 80 percent of his Company was destroyed,

UNCLASSIFIED




nelosure 3 (Personnel and Administration) to Combat Operations Atter action
teport, Operation Apache Snow. ey -
’ UNCLASSIFIED

1. Units Strengths:

a. Initial:

Officers Warrant Officers B -
HHC 3d Bde 38 14 239
lst Bn, 506th Inf 37 2 797
24 Bn; 506th Inf 44 2 786
3d Bn, 187th Inf 43 1 h5 .
b. PFinal:
Officers Warrant Officers BEM
"HHC 3d-Bde 3€ 14 234
1st Bn, 506th Inf 31 1 661
L ) 2d Bnj 506th Inf 40 2 778
3d Bn, 187th Inf 28 1 629

~

c. Casualties:

Officers Warrant Officers EM
HHC 3d-Bde 1 1 4
1st Bn, 506th Inf 13 0 157
2d Bn; 506th Inf 8 0 92
3d Bn, 187th Inf 22 0 31
d. Replacements:
Officers Warrant Officers EM
HHC 3d-Bde 2 0 5
lst Bn, 506th Inf 3 0 164
2d Bn, 506th Inf 1 0 81 -
3d Bn, 187th Inf 9 1 118

e. There was an average of‘fifty people on leave and R&R during Operation
\pache Snow.

>, Other Aspects:

a. ACQ Functions: An additional administration load was incurred duc to th
cumerous casualties and the correspondence required on each one. Other admini-
stration remained at a normal level.

. PHO: The Provost Marshal reports had no increase in crime during this
sriod.,

¢. Finance: Therc was no change in finance functions at the 3d Bde duriny
'is period, :

d. Chaplain: The brigadc chaplains, as a matter of cour3e, visited all
its on a regular schedule, no matter where they were locatod, in order to
,1d religious services, The chaplains also briefed replacements and visited
rsonnel of the 3d Bde in hospitals in the area. During this time the chap-
.ins also started, a building projoct for a Catholic Orphanage in the local
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" Extract, After Action Reports, Operation Apache Snow - Logistical, Ha,
3d Bde

T T . ™3 ey

i. Reference: a. ADMINO 1-69, Hg, 3d Bde, 10ist Abn

28 Feb 69.

o Tizer [ AMDN
L \ J

iv Al datd

y v

b. OPCRD 3-69, Ha, 3d ™de, i0tst Abn Div (AM), dtd 6 May 69.
2. Operation Apache Snow was initiated by a Brigade planning confer-
ence: ADMINO 1-69, dtd 27 Feb 69, initiated the logistical support
for the operation.
3. Logistical Task Organization (as of 6 May 1949):
3d FSSE, DISCOv
Elements, 426th Supply and Service Battalion
Co C, 326th Medical Battalion
Co D, 201st Maintenance Battalion
Detachment, 1002d Supplv and Service Company
FOL Platoon
Laundry and Bath Platoon
Graves Registration
Detachment 2, 571st Ordnance Ccmpany ( Arrmo )
178th Maintenance Campany
287th Explosive Ordnance Detachment
15th Aerial Port (USAF)

L. General: Logistical support for this operation consisted of sup-
port rendered to the 3d Brigade Task Force, to the tst ARVN Reriment,
and to the 3d ARVN Regiment.

5. Preparation: a. In anticipation of expenditures, a buildup of
Class IV and barrier material was effected at Camp Evans. The stockage

level of all other classes of supplies at Camp BEvans on 6 May 1969
was sufficient for extended field operations by this Brigade.

b. Levels (Camp Evans)

(1)s Ammunition: a seven day level is maintained in the
Camp ©Lvans ASP by the Da Nang Support Command.

(2). POL: 70,000 gallons of JP4

UNCLASSIFIED
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(3). Rations: a five day level of C-Rations and L3RPs.

ce Facilities: All logistical facilities required to support
Brigade-sized operations were in place on 6 May 1969.

6. Tactical Conduct: a. Operation Apache Snow cammenced on 7 May
1969, (D~3). The ist ARVN Regiment, the 11th, 12th, and 34th ARVH
Artillery Battn»:i-« and the 3¢ Brigade (1/506, 3/187, 2/501, 3/5,
2/319) moved into positions and conducted CA's from D-3 to D+1.

The 3d Brigade forward command post was located at FB Bertches-
garden. The 1st ARVN Regiment forward command post was located at
FB Br dley. Tre 1/506 FSB was located at FB Currahee, the 3/187 FiI
was located at FB Bertchesgarden, and the 2/501 and 2/506 FSB was at.
FB Airborne. The forward cammand post of the 3/5 was at FB Blaze,
and the forward command post of the 2/319 was at FB Eagles Neste.

c. The 3/127 was extracted from the operational area on 21 May
1969.

7. Lopistical Support: ae The plan for logistical support entailed
sling-loaded cargo movement by CH-47 helicopters from Camp Evans to
fire bases. Upon arrival, cargo was stored or further broken dowa to
company loads for resupply to units in the field by UH~1H helicopters.
b. Cargo consisting of mail, personnel, and loads which were
deemed uneconanical to move by CH-47 were hruled by UH-1H directly

fram Camp Evans to FSBs or to the unit in the field.

c. USAF Support: No additional munitions or supplies were flown
into Camp Evans Army Airfield in direct support of the operation.

d. Ground Line of Communications: 26th GS Group continued support
at a normal rate via ground transportatione.

¢+ Helicopter Support:

(1). UH-1H: Assets of the 158th AHB and the 3d Rrigade Avia-
tion Section flew in direct suppart of committed combat elementse.

(2). CH~47: Assets of the 15Gth ABIB flew 1188 scrties in
support of committed combat elements as follows:

LOCATION CLI CLIIT CLIV CLV VWATFR MISC
FD Airborne 16 16 29 168 52 6
FB Currahee 17 L5 18 230 78 16
FB Bertchesgarden g 14 14 172 81 6
FB Eagles Nest L 6 19 7 2L 2
FB Bradley 4

F3 Rakkasen 2 5 2 67 41 13
Tiger Mt : 6

TCTAL L7 86 82 6514, 276 13
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f. Medical Support: Seventyseven dust-off missions were flown
in support of the operation. UNCLASSIFIED

g. Maintenance: Mainten~nce work orders in direct support of the
operation were processed by Co D, 801st Maint Dn and the 178th Maint Co.

h. Graves Registration: The remsins of 63 US personnel and 8 ARVN
personnel were processed.

i. Laundry and Bath: Unit standowns were provided to 1 9 campany-
sized units immediately prior to and following Operation Apache Snowe
Service consisted of hot showers, DX of clothing and boots (as nceded),
ice cream issue, and super contact teams.

j- GLOC Mainterance: MNMCB 10 was responsible for OL 1 mainten-
ance. lo significant problems were encountered during the conduct of
+he opecration.

f. Problem Areas: a. Ammmnition: Serious problems were encountered
with ASR items, in particular 81 mm HE, M-79 HE, and M-26 Fragmentrtion
“reradese. The requirement for H&I fires and close in support of man-
muver elements in close proximity to the Fire Support Bases far exceed~
<d the ASR for the period covered. The ASR based upon experience factors
of operations on the costal plains is not representative of the recquire-~
ments for operations in the A Shau valley and surrounding mountains.

Recommendation: Consideration should be given to operational missions
when ASRs are determined and increased usage should be forecasted when

terrain and security reocuirements change.

b. Perscnnel Movements: The turbulence of replacement personnel
and normal administrative personnel recquiring transportation forward
created a potential problem, if sortied by UH-1. Logistics resupply time
was not sufficient to resupply units in the field and move personnel
simultaneously. Maximum utilization of CH-47's helped solve this pro-
blems Fersonnel were loaded internally in CH-47's along with the ex-
ternal loads to-achieve maximum utilizations

Recommendation: One central location should be established where per-
sonnel from all organizations of the Brigade would be shuttled to for-
ward areas on CH-47's. This would better utilize resources hy central-
jzing the recuirement, increasing CH-47 payloads, and decreasing blade
time of UH-1's. ’

c. Chain Saws: Significent problems were encountered by the high
deadline rate of chain saws when operated by untrained persomnnel. Parts
for deadlined saws were in short supply. The maintenance recuirement
to keep chain saws operational is directly correlated to the usage fac-
tor. A temporary solution was found hy establishing a maintenance flozat
of saws and conducting field location training on yroper technicues of
operating the chain saw.

ecommendation: All combat units be given practical demonstrations and
instruction in the operation and maintenance of chain saws.

Ol UNCLASSIFIED
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d. Shortage of Air Items: Rackhual of air items from fire bases
was a sericus problem. Vhen opening a fire base, supplies flow so rap-
111 that units tend to drag their feet derigging sorties delivered.

At times urmently needed supplies are unnecessarily delayed or not de-
livered due to air items not heing available for rigging.

m

Recamendation: Comanders at all levels should stress the importance
of returning air items from fire bascés at the earliest possible moment.

e+ Water: Forward elements constantly in contact and unable to
clear LZ's were overating in arecas where water was not available. In
order to supply water to these elements, a container which could be
kicked out of 2 heliccpter without breakine and one which held an ac-
eruate cmmoutt of water had to be found. The immediate solution was
to use the 175mm porder cénnister. However, serverzl draw backs were
found which made this solution less than satisfactory. 'later trans-
ported in these contéiners had & particularly unpleasant taste; many
rersonnel developed dysentary which was thought to be caused by some
cheuical residue in the cannisters and the cannisters had to be left
11 vne operational area where they can be salveged by the enemv.

L¢:zunendationf*/A light disposahle water container, which can be kic-

seC it of helicopters without breaking should be found. Commanders
at all levels should submit recommendations for a possible solution.

GENE H. TOSH
Major, Infantry

B~4,

%FWMUJZ o T3~ 0852 (lof Bacrrern

1, 7C F/wefwf> o 2/ O 69, Lf/‘“‘7

Es

Euzere M. Slueonnasy
Lt Colonel, (S
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Psychological Operations

1. General: During Operation APACHE SNOW, Psychological Operations
was confined to Aerial Broadcasts from UH-1H helicopters, and mass
leaflet drops in support of the 3d Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division
(Airmobile) s

2. Programs: Aerial Broadcasts used the main NVA Chiev Hoi theme
interjected with the aspect of unnecessary death in false cause, Mass
leaflet drops consisted of an assortment of WVA Chieu Hoi themes: appealin
to sense of survival; referring to stamina of American Troops in pursuit
of their goals, and thé fairness of GVN forges dealing with NVA Chieu'Hoils
3, Results: The NVA troops were attacked with Aerial Broadcast and mass
leaflet drops. Since vast areas had to be covered in short intervals of
time the prepaganda medias were considered best suited to effectiveness
of such an operation. The material was spread over the areas of heaviest

concentration and reached targets with adequate accuracy.

& total of 5,310,000 NVA Chieu Hoi leaflets were disseminated in the
28 days of the operation. 4 total of L7 hours of Aerial Broadcasts were
also included in support of the operations.

CONCLGSION ¢

Although no Chieu Hoi's and only a slight number of POW's were
taken in the operation, the effectiveness of Psychological Operations
should not be considered a total loss. 4All POW's stated that all
broadcasts. were heard and leaflets were recdived. Howeyer, discipline
in the individual unit plus the fear of Political Officer's pressure
in the unit and in home base disrupted the minimal chances of total success
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Inclosure 6 - to Combat aAfter Action Report - Opertion Apache Snow
SUBJECT: COMMUNICATIONS EMPLOYMENT DURING OPERATION VAPACHE SKOW".

1., The follovng FM and Ratt radioc nets were employed from Brigade to Divis
and Subordinate units in support of operation "Apache Snow" and were effect
during the entire operation.

VTS MODE TYPE EQUIPMENT
Division Command Net FM Secure AN/VRC - L6/KY-8
Division Commard Net FM Nonsecure AN/VRC - 46
Division Intell Net FM Secure AN/PRC - 77/KY-38
Division Spt Net 1 Ratt Secure AN/VSC - Z/K W-T7
Irigade Cormand Net Fi{ Nonsecure AN/VRC - 46 (see n
kde Command Ops/Intell Fi Secure AN/VRC - L6/KY-8
Irigade Admin/Log Fii Nonsecure AN/VRC - L6/AN/FAC

2. VHF comnunications were employed extensively throughout the entire oper-
~tion, and was effective. VHF was employed from the following locations

FROM TO MODE TYPE EQUIPMENT
Perchtesgaden Camp Evans VHF AN/GRC - 163
" I3 Currahee _ VHF AN/GRC - 163
" FB Eagle Nest VHF #N/GRC ~ 163
" FB Blaze VHF AN/GRC -~ 163/ik/MRC~¢
" Camp Evans VHF AN/MRC - 69(Seé note
" Camp Eagle VHF AN/MRC ~ 69
Carp Evans FB Rakkasan VHF aNMIC - 68

3. All other means of communications were employed TAW with the Brigade SOI
experiencing no major difficulty,

NOTES
1. Radio Set AN/VRC ~ 49 (hutomatic Retrans)was located at FB Eagles Nest

to communicate with units operating from the valley floor of the A Shau Vall

2, S5ix (6) channels were strapped over at Camp Eagle to Camp Evans.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 2D BATTALION, 319TH ARTILLERY
APO SIN FRANCISCO 96383

18 June 1969

SUBJECT: Combat Operations Aifter Action Report, Operation Apache Snow

Commanding Officer
3d Brigade, 101st Airmobile Division nearnoen UNCLASSIFIED sv

ATTN: 53 | orDOD DIR. 5200. 1 R
APO 96383 :méﬂi__mlzm.ﬁ

1, lilssion: Direct support of the 3d Brigade and control of artillery
fires in the 3d Brigade irea of Operations.

2. Concept of Operations:
a, Organization of the artiliery was as follows:

} 2/319th Arty DS 3d He

) B2/11 Arty GSR 1018t Abn Div
) C2/11 4irty GSR 101st Altn Div
) A1/83 hrty GSR 101st Abn Div
) C1/83 irty GSR 101st Abn Div
) 77th ARA GSR 2/319th Arty

b, Concept of the operation was to previde artiliery coverage with
all batteries for all friendly elements as needed,

3, Execution:

a, This Battalion was in DS of the 3d BErigade in the area of operation,
the A Shau Valley, during the entire operation, Apache Snow, "B" Battery was
the first battery to support Apache Snow when they moved from Camp Evans to
Bertchesgarden on 25 April 1969, On 9 May 1969 "A" Battery moved from FSB
Blaze to FSB Currahee, ard on § May 1969 "C" Battery moved from FSB Rakkassan
to FSB Airborne, all moved in support of operation Apache Snow, Part of the
Battalion TOC moved to FSB Blaze on 25 April 1969, and the complete TOC moved
to Eagle's Nest on 10 May 1969. On 13 May 1969 "C" Battery 2/319th Artillery
came under mortar and ground attack from the South and Southwest grid 35752
snd from the hill to the East. Persomnel loses were as follows: L9 WIA's and
13 KI4's and 1 died of wounds later, bring total of KIA's to 14, Equipment
loses were as follows: 1 105mm Howit zer destroyed ard 1 dameged, Both were
replaced the same day., Other equipment loses include:

, (i
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D/4 Hq 2/319 FA 101st Abn Div , 18 June 1969

SUB LTR: Combat Opns /ifter action Report, .ipache Snow

(1) Radio Set, Control /N/GRA-39 3 ea
(2) Radio Set, AN/PRC-47 1 ea
(3) Radio Set, AN/PRC-25 3 ea
(L) Cortainer, Insulated, Thermal 1 ea
(5) Antenna, RC-292 6 ea
(6) Launcher, Grenade 1 ea
(7) Light Set, General Illumination 1 ea
(8) Computer, M18 1 ea
(9) Rifle, MI6AT 1 ea
(10) Trailer, ¢ Ton 1 ea
(11) Generator Set 1-5 kw 1 ea
(12) Headset, 144 C/V 7 ea

Operation JApache Snow ended 2400 hours 8 June 1969, [t that time the below
listed units in support of Apache Snow Were disposed &s follows:

(1) Bq TOC at Eagle's Nest

(2) £22/319 irty at FSB Curraheo

(3) B2/319 .rty at FSB Bertchesgarden
€2/319 irty at FSB Airborne

B2/1i irty at FSB Currahee

C2/94 Arty at FSB Nancy

L6/33 irty at FSB Thor

€1/83 Arty at FSB Blaze

4L/77 ARA at Camp Evans

-~

PN SN PN NN
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b, Number, type of missions and ammnition expenditues for organic
batteries follow:

TYPE OF MISSION NO OF MISSIONS

Cs HE WP ILL )5 5! FC MK
Confirmed 528 172 1506 22 ¢ 0 0 0-
Acquired 1829 0 15974, O 0 0 38 0
Count erbattery 62 0 1116 0 0 0 0 0
Preparation 112 0 1008 603 0 0 0 C
Interdiction 2116 0 10580 o) 0 0 0 0
Special Purposec 643 0 3858 542 627 0 0 216
ARV, CIDG 11 0 3408 O L 0 O 0
Registeration 79 0 948 0 0 0 0 0
Otner 02 0 1818 0 0 30 0 0

L, i4nalysis: The operation was a success from the artillery point of view,
The effect of H&L fires as a deterrent cannot be determined since results
are normally unobainable. Enemy rocket ard ground attacks, such as the "C»
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D/4L Hq 2/319 FA 101st itm Div 18 Jure 1969
SUB LTR: Combat Opns 4fter Lction Report, Lipache Show
Batterj_incident, have made it necessary for the artillery to respord quickly.
This type of response has proven to be very effective against such attaecks on
Fire Support Bases in the Brigade AO.
FCR THE COMM NIER:
Q1 Zoscot],
JOHN M LINCOLN

CPT, Fii
Ad jut ant
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Tacticel Adr Support (Operation Apache Snow) UNCLASSIFIED

1, HMission:
The mission of the 3d Bde, 10L &bn USAF Tactical Air Contrel
Party to Operation Apache Snow can be divided into 5 phases:

a, Prewoperation reconnaissance, mapping, and intelligence
gatheringe

b, 4&dvising the Brigade concerning the best use of Tactical Alrpower
(TAC &ir).

c, Planning and coordinating the Tactical Airpower employment
for DuDay,

de OControlling airstrikes in support of the ground elements.
e. Visual reconnaissance during the operation.

2, Concept of Operation: TAC Air would be used prior to D-Day to VI
known enemy routes, cut brails and roads in the & Shau Valley floor,
and prepare LZ's for future use. After D-Day, constant FAC coverage
would provide immediate coverage for units in contact with the ability
to rapidly direct already airborne TAC &ir for additional destructive

power on heavily defended enemy emplacements.

a, The pre~operation reconnaissance program was initiated approximately
one month prior to D-Day. It consisted primarily of working with
the Brigade S-2 in mapping enemy trails and probable enemy locations,
Another important part of this phase consisted of taking the Brigade
and Battalion Commanders and key staff members on flights over the
area of operation, thus allowing them to become familiar with their
areas before D-Day.

b, The advice of the ALO and FAC!s was sought concerning the
most probabile areas of enemy concentration, the best locations for
LZ's and the best way of using TAC Air in preparing LZ's, covering the

insertions, and supporing troops in contact.

3¢ Execution:

STATISTICLL SUMMARY

Date FAC Sorties hirstrikes Eombs(1bs) Napalm(lbs)
10 May 8 27 118,500 29,500
1 6 il 119,000 21,000
12 N 16 118,500 16,500
13 6 16 85,000 15,000
1 L 15 103,000 16,000
15 5 13 99,500 14,000

e
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Tactical Air Support (Operation Apache Snow)

Date FAC Sorties Airstrikes Bombs{1bs) Napalm(1bs)
16 3 12 106,000 12,000
17 5 1l 115,000 17,500
18 5 12 148,000 28,000
19 4 17 123,000 17,000
20 L 16 81,000 214,000
21 L 11 92,000 55000
22 3 8 43,000 11,000
23 3 15 61,000 17,500
2l L 7 96,000 5,000
25 L 13 75,000 6,000
26 L 9 59,000 1,500
27 0 0 0 0
26 Ly 0 0 0
29 L 0 0 0
30 3 2 11,000 2,000
31 3 L 36,000 0
1 June 2 3 13,000 6,000
2 N 3 22,000 © 0
3 I 10 58,000 15,000
L 3 5 140,000 c
5 2 8 72,000 -~ 0
6 4 10 76,000 3,000
7 3 7 66,500 0
29 Days 112 Sorties 287 Adrgtrikes 1,937,000 285,500

NOTE: These figures include only those airstrikes actually controlled
by this TACPs They do not include those controlled by the ARVN TACP
in support of the &RVN portion of Operation Apache Snow., Nor do they
include Arclights or Combat skyspots.

NOTE: 27, 28, and 29 May were bad weather days, requiring all TAC 4ir
to be controlled by Combat skyspot. 27 May through 2 June were also
bad weather days, requiring most of the TAC Air to be controlled by

combat skyspot.

BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT
TOTALS FOR ALPACHE SNOW

Killed by hir 102
Secondary Explosions 81
Secondary Fires 52
Fortifications 332
Destroyed

Military Structures U7
Destroyed

Crew-Served weapons
ositions Destroyed
oad Cuts

L
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Tactical air Support (Operation Apache Snow) UNCLASSIFIED

hs J,&na]ysisi

a. The Brigade ALO did considerahle planning and coordinating
with the Brigade and division staffs, the 10lst Division ALO, the
ARVN AIO, and the Direct Air Support Center, This involved planning
the ordnance load, timing, controlling, entry and exit routes and
altitudes, and holding locations and altitudes of 32 airstrikes on
DPay, Tiis planning and coordination resulted in an extremely smooth,
orderly, effective, and accident - free TAC Air operation on D-Pay.

be 4n important part of this TACP!s contribution to the success of
Operation ipache Snow was the day-to~day controlling of airstrikes in
support of the ground commanders, &irstrikes played an especially
irportant part in the Battle of Dong &p Bia, Seldom in ¢his or any
other conflict has TAC Air been employed so massively as in the Battle
ol Dong ip Bia,

co When not busy controlling airstrikes the Forward &ir Controllers
conducted extensive visual roconnaissance of the area of operation
and possible routes of enemy resupply or retreat, Although the area
is not conducive to sffective visual reconnaissance due to the thick
jungle canopy, an enemy road used for resupply was detected and
partially interdicted.

5. Lessons Learned

as The absolute necessity of precise, detailed planning and
coordination for large operations like the prepping of LZ's and
the aircepping of the insertions of D-Day, The simultaneous prepping
and aircapping of several LZ's in close proximity to each other, in
different &{0's, controlled by several FiC!s from different TACP's and
using different Sroquencies, along with the intense artillery fire
and mltitude of helicopters in the area all combdined to present
an excellent opportunity for mid-air collisions, short rounds, or
some othcr disaster. Only by very detciled plarning and coordination
was this potential disaster turned into a smooth, efficient demonstration
of air power,

be The selection and construction of LZ's. 4&ll units had good LZ's
because the sites selected were on relatively level terrain that was
originally covered by scrub brush or elephant grass, These LZ sites
werc selected after several futile attempts were made at construcing
LZ's on karst pinnacles or razor-backed ridges covered with triple
canopy jungle. The Daisy Cutter bombs (1000 lbs with fuse extensions)
used for LZ construction easily clear out the scrub tyush and
elephant zrasse. However, it takes many ajrstrikes and a great deal
of time to construct an LZ on a jungle-covercd mountain top; first,
because the mountain top is extremely difficult to hit, and secord,
because more hits are required to clear out the dense jungle. The

gl
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experiences of this operatioﬁ seem to indicét.é that in the future
the process of LZ selection, where TAC hir construction is required,

should be more of a compromise betwcen the highest ground, which is
naturally desirable, and the more level ground, which is more practical

to constructe

ce Use of fire power to dislodge the encmy from deeply bunkered,
heavily protected positions, such as were encountered on Dong ap Pia
Mountaine #lthough the usual ordnance for a troops~in-contact airstrike
(500 pound bombs and napalm) does destroy some fortified positions and
produce many casualties, it is not sufficient to dislodge a determined
eneny from really heavily protected bunkers, It would seem that the
best way to accomplish the task would be for the friendly troops to
dcaw back to safe positions and thoroughly cover the enemy positions
with large (at lsast 1000 pounders) bombs with delayed (at least ,025 -
sesond) fusess The larger the bomb and the more delay, up to 1 second,
the better.

CHRISTOPHER. BOWEN, Major, US
slr Liaison Officer
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